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descended;" recurring also again to the idea whicli lie
had before introduced of Christ benefiting those who
were in captivity. A passage which affixes to the words
commented upon, a different interpretation from one
already given in the same paragraph ; and which forces
itself abruptly and incoherently in the middle of a brief
comment, must offer itself to our examination under
strong grounds of suspicion, that it has been inter-
polated. But when we examine the substance of the
passage, its sentiments, the ideas conveyed, and the
associations suggested, and then think of the author to
whom it is ascribed, few probably will be disposed to
regard it as a faithful mirror in which to contemplate
the real sentiments of Origen.

How utterly unworthy of the sublime burst of Chris-
tian eloquence which now delights us in undoubted
works of Origen, is this strange and degrading fiction!
The true Origen1 THEUE represents the tens of thousands
of angelic spirits ten thousand times told, as ever sur-
rounding the throne of God, and ministering for the
blessing of those in whose behalf God himself wills
them to serve. Here he represents the revelation of
the holiest of holies as a throwing open of the various
divisions or compartments of the celestial kingdom for
all the angels to hasten forth together, from their
several places of indolence and carelessness and self-
indulgence, (for such he represents their state to have
been,) to visit this earth. Surely such a comment would
better suit the mythology of the cave and dens of
jflEolus and his imprisoned winds (velut agmine facto
qua data porta ruunt) than the awfully sublime revela-
tion vouchsafed to the prophet Ezekiel. And how
unworthy and degrading is that representation of the

1 Vol. i. p. 767.    Contr. Gels. viii. 34.